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ABSTRACT

Mandibular Prognathism in the Hapsburgs
Katsuya Namba, MD*

The Hapsburgs were famous royal families in
Europe from the 13th Century until the 20th Century
and they repeatedly intermarried to preserve family
purity. Consequently they were cursed with man-
dibular prognathism in each generation.

This defect has been known as “Hapsburg Jaw”
and is not only mandibular prognathism but
includes a thickening of the lower lip, prominent
and large nose, flat malar areas and moderately
everted lower eyelid.

In this paper the author traces “Hapsburg Jaw”
in portraits of the Hapsburg family over several
generations, and considers the credibility of the

portraits while briefly referring to genetics.

* Professor Emeritus, Nagasaki University, Nagasaki 852




